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Examine Texts 1, 2, 3 and 4 in the Stimulus Booklet carefully and then answer the questions 

below. 

 

Question 1 (3 marks) 

 

Use Text 1 to answer this question. 

 

How does the image create a sense of personal human experience?  

 

Question 2 (4 marks)  

 

Use Text 2 to answer this question. 

 

‘I have seen, I have seen.’ 

 

How do these words help us understand the relationship between human experience and 

personal reflection? 

 

Question 3 (3 marks) 

 

Use Text 3 to answer this question. 

 

How does the writer reveal the boy’s changing understanding of his father? 

 

Question 4 (4 marks)  

 

Use Text 4 to answer this question. 

 

Explain how the author’s experience of ‘forming a relationship with a place’ is represented in 

this article. 

 

Question 5 (6 marks)  

 

Which TWO texts do you think most effectively explore the paradoxes in human experience? 

Refer to both texts in detail and justify your choice. 

 
  



SAMPLE ANSWERS 
Question 1 (3 marks) 

Answers could include:  

• The salience of a worried girl searching for something reveals the notion that 
her experience is stressful. (1)  

• The juxtaposition between the girl’s troubled expression to her surrounding, 
nonchalant peers highlights that her experience within her context is very 
personal, which is further exacerbated by the varying boat directions and 
heads looking down. (1) 

• The placement of each person in the image within their own vessel further 
creates a sense of personal human experience amongst an image of multiple 
figures. (1)  

 

 

Question 2 (4 marks)  

Answers could include:  

• The repetition of the specific phrase ‘I have seen’ emphasises the worldly travels of 
the persona, and exemplifies their riches of experience. (1) 

• Repetition adds a certain gravitas and credence to the persona’s testimony, and 
informs the reader that what they are saying is wholly true and awe-inspiring. (1) 

• The strategic placement of the line at the end of the poem stresses the importance 
of introspection in hindsight, and interpreting human experiences after the fact. (1) 

• The nondescript nature of the phrase ‘I have seen’ leads the reader to reflect on the 
phrase itself, allowing them to both reflect on what the author has said they’ve seen 
and to reflect on their own experiences; thus encouraging an understanding 
between human experience and personal reflection on a literal and meta level. 

 

Question 3 (3 marks) 

Answers could include:  
The writer does this in three ways:  

• The contrast between before and after the surgery. The fact that he used to have 
longer, more beautiful hair and now its short. (1)  

• The macabre imagery and diction used to describe the change within his father, 
‘what’s left of my dad’, ‘pale and thin’. (1) 

• His distaste for the nurse/doctor. Equating the drastic change in personality and 
health of the father with his hatred of this ‘red haired’ man. His reaction to his 
father’s condition is concentrated on the man who has brought him to the 
protagonists’ house. (1)  

 

Question 4 (4 marks)  

Answers could include: 

• Murphy suggests that forming a relationship with a place is an experience of 
rediscovery. Which equates to a sense of familiarity and identity. (1)  

• Murphy emphasises that rediscovery is not a shallow connection to something or 
some place, but it is a nuanced understanding that requires time and effort. In this 



case, returning to Byron or Paris over and over again, to uncover connections that 
would not be privy to one ‘museum hopping’. (1)  

• Her idea of forming a relationship with a place plays into the extended metaphor of a 
courting relationship. This metaphor can be used to understand that experiencing a 
place enriches one’s identity and growth, but requires work and understanding to do 
so. (1)  

• As with all human experiences, Murphy’s understanding of place is strengthened by 
personal reflection. Her experience of place is reflected on at the end of the article, 
where she questions ‘What if my place lets me down? What if it’s changed?’ This 
questioning highlights that her experience of forming a relationship with a place isn’t 
static, but rather something to continue reflecting on. 

 

 

Question 5 (6 marks)  

Answers could include:  
Important to understand that the importance of the human experience is not necessarily 
something that results positively. ‘Success’ is a subjective notion. (1)  

• Text 1, themes of uncertainty. Unknown experiences as dangerous and unseen, and 
as paradoxical to our understandings of the human experience.  

o E.g. The most meaningful experiences are had when one least expects it, as 
represented through the contrast between the girl’s worried expression to 
her surrounding nonchalant individuals who appear to be enjoying their time. 
(1)  

• Text 2, more traditional understanding of experience and challenging assumptions as 
a positive process, that evokes beautiful imagery of wonder and extraordinary 
experiences. (1)  

o E.g. Reference to Galileo’s prediction that one day someone will “reach the 
sky” evokes a sense of hope and wonder to achieve what seems impossible 
during a certain time by challenging the known. (1)  

• Text 3 epitomises new experiences as something that is not necessarily positive.  
o E.g. The persona’s uncovering of his dad’s illness is ‘successful’ in a way in 

which his curiousness of his father’s deteriorated state is satiated but to the 
paradox of the detriment of his happiness: the reader is left wondering if he 
had wanted to know, or if he is. (1)  

• Text 4 reveals another thought to introspection and the human experience – 
rediscovery.  

o E.g. Murphy suggests that the experience of rediscovery is a successful 
endeavour, which improves one’s character and understanding of self and of 
others. (1) 


