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SAMPLE ANSWERS 

Question 1 (4 marks) 

Answers could include:  

• The act of writing is a reflective medium through which writers can explore and 
discover new transformative realisations about the self and the world. (1)  

• Writing allows a direct insight into the thought processes and beliefs of a writer and 
their new experiencing of the transformative effects of writing in discovering 
attitudes towards life. (1)  

• The succinct number list of high modality directives about how to be an explorer 
reveals the importance of reflecting on one’s writing to uncover a more complete, 
valuable understanding of the importance of participating in transformative new 
experiences. (1)   

• Through the opening rhetorical question “What’s the difference between a writing 
manifesto and a set of writing rules?”, the author implies that they have investigated 
a new experience, and that it has transformed their worldview through a later to be 
disclosed answer. (1) 

 

Question 2 (5 marks)  

Answers could include:  

• Embarking on a new experience with expectations always results in discovering the 
unexpected. This is highlighted through the writer’s hope to reveal a sword from the 
mud and then they realise that their expectations are subverted when “the hilt of 
the sword was the skull of the pelican”. (1)  

• Over time, the pelican skull’s value is reassessed and has become a memento 
through the nature of introspection, in contrast to the writer’s initial hope for it to 
be something different. It is signified through the shift from past to present tense in 
the line “I found a pelican’s skull just near here once, I tell you”. (1)  

• Contrast between senses of familiarity of place to the current foreignness of it, 
highlighted through the hyperbole, “it was though I had reached another country” 
highlights the impact of personal reflection in realising the uniqueness in one’s 
experiences. (1)   

• The use of first person and repeated use of personal pronouns “I”, “You” and “We” 
create multiple different viewpoints within the text, portraying that human 
experiences may differ. (1) 

• By placing the climactic line of the extract “It’s the fort isn’t it?” in its own paragraph, 
the author demonstrates that through personal reflection their understanding of the 
experience was weighted to that moment. (1) 

 

Question 3 (4 marks) 

Answers could include:  

• Low modality language: repetition of “maybe” suggests the vast and diverse 
processes and possibilities of human experiences (1)  

• The anaphora “Go and open the door” to structure the stanzas represents the 
process of being human as a constant process of needing to motivate the self to be 
active. (1)  



• Contrast between “if there’s a fog/ it will clear” suggests that processes of the 
human experience can be sudden. (1)  

• Cumulative listing of the possibilities of what might be behind the door suggests that 
human experiences can lead to endless possibilities. (1)  

 

 

Question 4 (7 marks)  

Answers could include:  
Text 2 and Text 3 both explore the complexities of the human experience and hence invite 
the reader to challenge their own assumptions of the world through various thematic and 
literary techniques. 

• Text 2 highlights the complexity of being human by exploring the writer’s diaspora 
and the difficulties they face in regathering a sense of belonging to place, highlighted 
through the depiction of destructed glass connoting the writer’s sense of 
disconnection to place. (1)  

• Text 3 explores the complexity of experience through suggesting the endless 
assumptions new experiences will bring to an individual with the use of cumulative 
listing emphasising this endlessness. (1)  

• Text 2 conveys that our experiences can have far-reaching and long-lasting impacts 
through the writer’s altered perspective and challenged assumptions of a place they 
once perceived to be exciting and full of new perspectives waiting to be explored. (1) 

• Text 3 represents the human experience as a complex process through the use of 
anaphora to emphasise the need to be active in our lives, which, in the end, will have 
transformative impacts for the individual, challenging their assumptions, as 
suggested through the poem’s build up of suspension to opening the door. (1) 

• Both Text 2 and Text 3 portray the idea that challenging personal assumptions 
requires an active reflection on one’s self and the world in order to have enduring 
impacts. (1) 

o Text 2 does this through the writer’s rediscovery of an old place. Through the 
effects of time, their growth as an individual apart from this place has lead to 
a new, different perspective of the place that will remain until their next 
rediscovery of it. (1)  

o Text 3 conveys this notion by directly addressing the reader with high 
modality directives to “go and open the door” in order to encourage them to 
be active in challenging their assumptions, even if it may not be far-reaching, 
symbolised through the metaphor “draught”. (1)  

 


