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Examine Texts 1, 2, 3 and 4 in the Stimulus Booklet carefully and then answer the questions 

below. 

 

Question 1 (2 marks) 

 

Use Text 1 to answer this question. 

 

Explain the connection between the album’s title and its images. 

 

Question 2 (3 marks)  

 

Use Text 2 to answer this question. 

 

How does the writer use sensory imagery to evoke understandings of human experience in 

this extract?   

 

Question 3 (3 marks) 

 

Use Text 3 to answer this question. 

 

How do verbs and use of personal voice evoke a strong sense of the persona’s quest to 

challenge assumptions of human experience?  

 

Question 4 (5 marks)  

 

Use Text 4 to answer this question. 

 

This speech suggests that exploring inconsistencies in human behaviour can lead to seeing 

the world differently. Explain how this notion is conveyed.  

 

Question 4 (7 marks)  

 

Analyse how TWO of these texts portray the importance of individual human experiences for 

personal growth. 

  



SAMPLE ANSWERS 

Question 1 (2 marks) 

Answers could include:  

Billy Joel’s album title clearly connects to its images as his mind transcends its traditional 

closed head shape to a meticulous background. 

• Joel’s mind is represented as the ‘river’, which sets the landscape and creates a path 

of his individual experiences. Viewers follow the flow of the stream, which leads our 

eyes to various imaginative scenes, as epitomised through the depiction of Adam 

and Eve, and the mixed representation of different cultures in one landscape, 

including the Great Wall of China and a European fight scene. (1)  

• The river’s endlessness and vast landscapes suggests that the individual experience is 

endless and vast in itself, influencing readers to interpret this through the correlation 

between the album title and images. (1) 

 

Question 2 (3 marks)  

Answers could include:  

• The choice in a change in typography to italicise “melted” emphasises stronger visual 
and sensory imagery in evoking the unpleasant experience of the tree’s demise in 
the roof space. (1)  

• Refer to auditory imagery provoked in using the word “shouting”, and its 
contribution in accumulating a stronger sense of anticipation in their experiences of 
their inner courtyard. (1)  

• Triggering olfactory imagery by noting a relatable sense of smell of “grass, cool stone 
and tree sap” enhances the significance of their experiences of the inner courtyard 
as it actualises what should be an illogical place of nature. (1)  

 

Question 3 (3 marks) 

Answers could include:  

• Repetition of “I” to explore each of the senses of touch, sight, hearing and taste 
evokes a strong sense of the persona’s quest to fully challenge their assumptions of 
human experience. (1)  

• Refer to the use of verbs in every line, some conveying visual imagery, such as “they 
lay in little ashy heaps” and “let out small puffs of smoke”, evokes the persona’s 
strong desire and sense to physically engrossing themselves in their quest to 
challenge their assumptions and understanding of the human experience. (2) 

 

Question 4 (5 marks)  

Answers could include:  

• Metaphor of apathy as a “monster” emphasises the significance of re-evaluating old 
and embracing new and alternate ways of life as essential to reaching better 
understandings of others and our selves. (1)  

• Empathising with the pains of victims such as the man’s “scream of pain and horror” 
motioned Rowling to reflect on her own privileged living experiences, the reflection 
causing her to appreciate her current life and to also discover the importance of 



empathising with those who experience difference in order to have a newfound 
appreciation of life and human emotion. (1)  

• Figurative language used in “mental agoraphobia” highlights the consequences one 
will face when choosing not to explore inconsistencies in human behaviour and new 
and alternate ways of life, implying that when one does explore, they are more 
mentally free and open-minded. (1)  

• Opening with a highly recognisable reference to her famous Harry Potter series 
allows Rowling to then create great juxtaposition in her exploration of 
inconsistencies in human behaviour by contrasting the known with the unknown. (1) 

• Presenting her speech as a chronological reflection of her life allows Rowling to 
present the notion of her exploration of inconsistencies in human behaviour as 
logical. (1) 

 

 

Question 5 (7 marks)  

Answers could include:  
Text 1 and Text 4 both highlight the importance of individual human experiences for 
personal growth through various visual and literary techniques.  

• Text 1’s depiction of a man with closed eyes imagining a surrealistically diverse 
landscape conveys the importance of experiencing the extents of one’s imagination 
to better understand themselves in order to stimulate personal growth. (1)  

• In Text 4, the repetition of “I read” and “I saw” provokes empathy within readers 
with the use of first person highlighting the importance of individual experience for 
personal growth and in changing perspectives. (1)  

 
The choice to explore new worlds and perspectives is explicated in both texts. (1) 

• In Text 1, Joel’s allusion to famous stories such as Adam and Eve, and the Great Wall 
of China highlights the importance of choosing to pursue new experiences in order 
to achieve new understandings of the world. (1)  

• Similarly, in Text 4, Rowling’s choice to work in the field of human empathy has lead 
to her resulting understanding of the significance of human emotion and our 
capabilities to create better futures for those in suffering. The use of emotive 
language and superlative in, “My small participation in that process was one of the 
most humbling and inspiring experiences of my life” highlights the significance of the 
individual human experience in personal growth and new world-views. (1)  

 
Exploring and experiencing other perspectives stimulates further personal growth in its 
influence in enhancing empathy. (1) 

• Both Text 1 and Text 4 explore the importance of exploring diverse perspectives in 
enhancing personal growth. Text 1’s depiction of a diverse landscape with water, a 
jungle, mountains and a city symbolises the significance of exploring and discovering 
diverse perspectives in stimulating personal growth through increased 
understanding of the world and others. Similarly, Rowling’s individual experiencing 
of other worldly and personal experiences stimulates a reflection on her own self 
and the capabilities of human empathy in triggering personal growth. (1)  

 

 


