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Examine Texts 1, 2, 3 and 4 in the Stimulus Booklet carefully and then answer the questions 

below. 
 

Question 1 (2 marks) 

 

Use Text 1 to answer this question. 

 

How do the images and text work together to convey ONE idea about human experience? 

 

Question 2 (3 marks)  

 

Use Text 2 to answer this question. 

 

How does Emery’s poem represent new experiences as both challenging and enriching? 

 

Question 3 (4 marks) 

 

Use Text 3 to answer this question. 

 

Discuss how the extract represents different attitudes towards new experiences. 

 

Question 4 (4 marks)  

 

Use Text 4 to answer this question. 

 

Analyse how the impact of Harry’s personal experiences changed his worldviews.  

 

Question 5 (7 marks)  

 
“New experiences can offer a new understanding of the world, ourselves and others.” 

 

Which TWO texts most effectively explore this idea? Justify your choice with close reference 

to the composers’ ideas and techniques in each text. 
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SAMPLE ANSWERS 

Question 1 (2 marks) 

Answers could include: 

• The bold and eye catching title “wild” in combination with the image of the boot and 
the trail instantly conveys human experience as a journey, in this context a journey 
of self-discovery achieved through physical challenge and outdoor adventure (1) 

• The logline synopsis placed in the sky above the harrowing landscape is a clear visual 
representation of the woman’s rise in building herself from her lowest point as an 
idea that the human experience is about overcoming and challenging personal 
obstacles and assumptions. (1) 

 

Question 2 (3 marks)  

Answers could include: 

• Depicting the bookshop as an overwhelming and unknown space through metaphors 
such as “avalanche of paper” and “deceitful map of the territory” gives rise to the 
sense of both hesitation and desire to experience the copious amounts of enriching 
knowledge present in literature (1) 

• Mentions of authors by the likes of Chomsky and Baedeker further alludes to the 
enrichment of knowledge through the challenge of the mind through philosophical 
discourse, as well as understanding culture and geographical information through 
world travel (1) 

• The poem itself holds a chaotic structure in its spoken word style, emphasizing the 
chaos and challenge of boundless knowledge available (1)  

• The author immerses readers into the challenge of navigating knowledge by using 
2nd person in a metaphor that positions the reader as a traveller (1)
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Question 3 (4 marks) 

Answers could include:  

• Susan’s cup metonym for receptiveness to experiences and broader understanding is 
a prime physical representation of different individuals’ levels. Here, it most 
perfectly describes the narrowness of Jeffrey’s attitude that cows are always the 
same, and the same boring view is so universal, that it wasn’t worth the travel. (1) 

• Upon ending the dialogue with “…get a bigger cup”, we are immediately introduced 
to a description of the large hat to visually embody it. It is “stuck with a full blown 
pink rose” to symbolise the fullness of Susan’s attitude and experiences in life, and 
the fruition of her willingness to journey through discovery (1) 

• Jeffrey’s repetition of “over the top” and “hat”, both in consecutive sentences, 
emphasises his anger and unaccepting attitude towards relaxing and experiencing 
pleasures in an unconstrained manner (1) 

 

Question 4 (4 marks)  

Answers could include: 

• The parallel between the physical affection he attempts with the statue, and the last 
avocado that he freezes and does not eat has a deep effect of resonance with his 
statement that some things “would always remain art.” This sudden change in ritual 
reflects a change in his attitude and worldview, as he finally experiences a new path 
of action beyond the previous stagnancy of his grief. (2) 

• The standalone line “But Val, we don’t have water” emphasizes Harry’s stark 
pessimism, as it stands out between paragraphs of the impact of hope and 
challenged assumptions that Val wishes for him. (1) 

• The metaphor “He tasted her and touched her with his mouth” alludes to the much 
richer and intimate experience he shares with the avocado tree that he was once so 
sceptical about enduring. It is reflective of the freshness of his transformation as he 
enjoys the richness of the fruit when thinking about his past lover. (1) 

 

 

Question 5 (7 marks)  

Answers could include: 

• The process of experiencing and reflecting on new things is crucial to broadening 
knowledge and deepening our understandings of the world, others, and ourselves. 
Text 2 and Text 3 effectively utilises literary techniques to explore this. (1) 

• Text 2 
o The repetition of “so”, alongside various adjectives, in “so mysterious, so 

beautiful, so strange” emphasises the wonders of the unknown yet to be 
experienced through books that present new understandings of the world 
and others, thus developing self and perspectives (1) 

o The metaphor that positions the reader as “a literary traveller leaving the 
safelands behind” posits the great adventure that is the endeavour into 
knowledge, and the discovery that imagination can allow readers to 
experience and reflect on the world through fiction and non-fiction (1) 

• Text 3 
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o The alliteration of the imagery “drips and dribbles” effectively emphasises 
the scantness of Jeffrey’s approval for new experiences to affect his 
understanding of the world and others (1) 

o The repetition of “get a bigger cup” at the end of Susan’s dialogue conveys an 
urgency in her metaphor for the richness of wider understanding of the 
world, ourselves, and others (1) 

• The repetition of “rows and rows” (Text 1) and “bigger cup” (Text 3), both effectively 
highlight the challenge of undertaking new experiences as a crucial aspect of 
understanding ourselves, others, and the world. (2) 
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